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Izvolski found that his plan for opening the Straits did not
meet with French and English approval, and his consent at
Buchlau to having Orthodox Greek Bosnians placed under
the Roman Catholic sovereignty of the Hapsburgs was
violently denounced by the Pan-Slavs in Russia, as well
as by the Serbians, who had coveted Bosnia as part of a
future "Greater Serbia/3 Thereupon Izvolski tried to
nullify the Buchlau bargain by insisting that the modifica-
tion of the Berlin Treaty of 1878, which was involved by
the Austrian annexation of Bosnia, should be subjected to
revision by a Conference of the Powers. Austria refused.
Serbia and Austria began to mobilize against each other.
Though the Kaiser was indignant at the sudden way in
which Aehrenthal had annexed Bosnia, Billow persuaded
his master that Germany could not afford to refuse support
to her ally's fait accompli. Germany was now surrounded
by the Entente Powers, and Austria was her only reliable
ally. So Germany supported Austria's refusal to accept a
Conference, and hastened to propitiate France and England
by the Moroccan Agreement of 1909. Meanwhile, by
March, 1909, Serbia and Austria seemed on the verge of war.
Serbia counted on Russian, and Austria on German, support.
Unluckily for Izvolski, Russia's exhaustion and military
disorganization after the war with Japan made it out of
the question for her to back up by force his demand for
a Conference; France was not yet ready to extend the scope
of the Franco-Russian alliance to cover Russian ambitions
in the Balkans; "and England gave Russia little support.
To avert an actual clash of arms between Austria and
Serbia, Germany then proposed a solution to extricate
Izvolski from the.cuWe-sac into which he had strayed, and
'demanded a yes or no answer in regard to it; if Russia
rejected it, Germany would let the Austro-Serbian quarrel
take its course, and the outcome under the circumstances
would certainly not have been in Serbia's favor. Izvolski